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A regular meeting of the Community Services Commission was called to order at 4:30 
p.m. by Stephen Penner, Chairperson, in the Sierra Room at the Reedley Community 
Center, 100 N. East Avenue, Reedley, CA 93654. 
 
1. ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

A. Commissioners Present:  Stephen Penner, Chairperson; Tom Brandt, Vice 
Chairperson; Jean Clemons; Angelina Rodriguez; Maria Rodriguez. 

B. Commissioners Absent:   Excused - Shirley Ito 
C. Youth Representatives:  Present – Asami Nelson; Estrella Vargas.   
D. Staff Present:  Sarah Reid, Community Services Director; Denise Phariss, 

Administrative Assistant; Madison Leighty, Recreation Coordinator. 
E. Others Present:  Erika Sosa-Cruz, Youth Representative Applicant. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Brandt, seconded by Commissioner M. 
Rodriguez, that the minutes of May 23, 2019 be approved.  The motion carried. 

 
3. PUBLIC DISCUSSION – None. 
 
4. ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS – None. 
 
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Recommendation for Camacho Rehabilitation Grant Application – 
Now that all the public meeting are over, there were three items that stood 
out consistently – safety, security, and walking trail.  Sarah Reid handed 
out the engineer’s estimate and site map of Camacho Park.  She asked 
the Commission to take one last look before making their recommendation 
to City Council.  She explained that the design project will be first, followed 
by the construction.  The Commission asked about the square footage of 
the restroom and what is the $156,000 mobilization item.  Reid will 
research and get back to the Commission.  Motion by Commissioner 
Clemons, seconded by Commissioner Brandt to recommend moving 
forward with this application.  Motion carried.   

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Recognition of Outgoing Youth Representatives - Both Asami Nelson 
and Estrella Vargas were awarded certificates of appreciation and a small 
gift of a custom coffee mug and Starbuck’s card.  The Commission and 
Reid expressed their appreciation for the Youth Representatives’ 
contributions to the Commission meetings and also Community Services 
events.   

B. Review of Applications and Selection of 2019-20 Youth 
Representatives – Hannah Awbrey was unable to attend the meeting, but 
she submitted an introduction video.  She attends Reedley Middle College 
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High School and grew up participating in various Community Services 
Department programs.  Erika Sosa-Cruz is also a student at RMCHS.  
She introduced herself, talked about what activities she is involved in at 
school, and answered the Commission’s questions about why she wants 
to be a Youth Rep.  The 3rd applicant is Asami Nelson.  She would be 
returning for a second year as Youth Rep, if selected.  She will be a senior 
at Reedley High School.  She is active in band and other clubs.  After the 
applicants were excused, the Commission made their selection – Motion 
by Commissioner A. Rodriguez, seconded by Commissioner Clemons to 
select Erika Sosa-Cruz and Asami Nelson.  Motion carried.  One reason 
was the importance of having representatives from two high schools.   

 
7. YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS  

A. Asami Nelson – Will be working on a volunteer project at Reedley High 
School.  They will be building a “peace garden” on campus.  It will include 
small trees and flowers.   

B. Estrella Vargas – Is getting ready for college.  She will be attending UC 
Irvine in the fall.  She thanked the Commission for the opportunity to serve 
as Youth Rep this past year.   

 
8. STAFF REPORTS 

A. Sarah Reid, Director 
1) Parks and Recreation Month was celebrated at the City Council 

meeting last week.  Over 40 recreation staff were represented and 
compared to superheroes.  Council members were given capes 
and masks to complete the theme.  A picture was taken with staff 
and City Council.   

2) Denise will be retiring in July after 22 years with the City.  An offer 
will be made next week for the new Administrative Assistant.  An 
invitation will be sent to the Commission for Denise’s retirement 
luncheon.   

3) Update on playground area in Columbia Park – the play structure 
was removed in November.  The posts were buried deep in the 
ground for stability.  Staff cut them off near the ground.  As this 
area will be covered with cement for the new basketball court, staff 
did not feel that they needed to be removed.  No funds were 
available in the 2018-19 fiscal year to complete the project and so 
the area was marked with barricades and caution tape.  Estimated 
cost to complete the basketball court is $20,000-$25,000.  It is 
possible that Proposition 68 funds could be used.  Staff is also 
looking into addressing the Citizens Park walking trail with Prop 68 
funds.  Commissioner A. Rodriguez stressed that it is unacceptable 
that this area was left for over 6 months with only barricades and 
caution tape around it.  She pointed out that this is a liability just 
waiting to happen and cautioned staff that the financial cost could 
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be higher.  The Commission asked if a cover could be placed over 
the open hole, or, at a minimum, there should be better fencing until 
the project can be completed.  

4) The Small Dog Park opened today.  Now small dogs have an area 
separate from large dogs.  If small dogs do well with big dogs, they 
are welcome in the large dog area.   

 
9. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

A. Commissioner Clemons – Asked if there have been any applications 
turned in for the Commission vacancy.  Reid indicated that none have 
been received for this Commission.   

B. Commissioner A. Rodriguez – Expressed her concern for the splash pad 
being closed so often for mechanical issues.  Reid explained that 
maintenance issues have come up with the splash pad.  In addition to the 
Water Department staff, the contractor has been called back to address 
some of the problems.  The pump burned out and was replaced, as well 
as a sensor that was problematic.  The Commission expressed their 
desire to have the operating hours extended to 8:00 pm.   

C. Commissioner Penner –  
1) Stressed his desire for continued development of the Sports Park.  

He is concerned that the Master Plan will be too dated by the time 
funding is available for the next phase.  He encouraged staff to 
continue to pursue funding and encouraged staff and fellow 
Commissioners to go to Sacramento to lobby for funding.  

2) Expressed his thanks to Denise for her years of service to this 
Commission and the former Parks and Recreation Commission.    

D. Commissioner M. Rodriguez – Expressed her excitement about the 
Camacho Rehabilitation Project grant opportunity.    

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

As there was no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 5:47 
pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
                                                                                                                           
Denise Phariss, Administrative Assistant   Stephen Penner, Chairperson 
 
 
                                                                            
Sarah Reid, Community Services Director 


